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is a group of conservatives and libertarians interested in the current state of the legal order. 

It is founded on the principles that the state exists to preserve freedom, that the separation 

of governmental powers is central to our Constitution, and that it is emphatically the 

province and duty of the judiciary to say what the law is, not what it should be.

THE FEDERALIST SOCIETY  
FOR LAW AND PUBLIC POLICY STUDIES

T he Society seeks both to promote an 
awareness of these principles and to 

further their application through its activities.
This entails reordering priorities within 

the legal system to place a premium on 
individual liberty, traditional values, and 
the rule of law. It also requires restoring 
the recognition of the importance of these 
norms among lawyers, judges, law students, 
and professors. In working to achieve these 

goals, the Society has created a conservative 
and libertarian intellectual network that 
extends to all levels of the legal community.

In its mission and purpose, the Federalist 
Society is unique. By providing a forum for 
legal experts of opposing views to interact 
with members of the legal profession, the 
judiciary, law students, academics, and the 
architects of public policy, the Society has 
redefined the terms of legal debate.

Alumni of the 
University of Miami 
display their school 
pride with “The U” at 
the Florida Chapters 
conference, which 
drew over 800 
attendees.
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T his Annual Report is a celebration of the 
tireless work and generous contributions of 
our volunteers and supporters in 2023. Here, 

I want to share with you a bird’s-eye view of what 
we’ve accomplished in the past year and what we hope 
to do going forward. 

As you will see in these pages, the Society hosted 
thousands of programs across the country in 2023, 
most of them organized by volunteers. Student and 
lawyers chapter programs have surpassed pre-Covid 
levels—in terms of both number and quality—and we 
have continued to produce excellent publications and 
videos about important legal and public policy issues. 

In many ways, 2023 was a year of good news. 
We’ve seen the principles we have been discussing 
for more than forty years become ascendant in some 
respects. But it was also a year of tremendous chal-
lenges. We saw disturbing organized attacks on free 
speech at elite law school campuses that captured 
national attention, and we are now seeing, among 
other things, a disturbing unequal application of 
universities’ policies on these questions. 

In this present climate, I am particularly struck 
by the courage of our student volunteers. Th ere are 

numerous pressures and incentives for them not to get 
involved with the Federalist Society at this crucial point 
in their nascent careers. Radical ideologies have spread 
far beyond the classroom to the elite law fi rms and 
corporate boardrooms, and it would surely be safer for 
them to keep their heads down. And yet our students 
remain undaunted. Th ey have gotten involved, and they 
posted strong numbers in all meaningful measures last 
year—membership, events, and attendance. 

We have gone back to fundamentals in our 
programs. While it is always important to stay tethered 
to our roots, this revisiting of our foundations is also 
in response to increasing challenges in the broader 
legal and political culture. Th e public square is fi lled 
with voices that are constantly telling us that our 
 Constitution, laws, and legal traditions are instruments 
of oppression; that our courts and judges are not merely 
mistaken but completely illegitimate; that free speech 
is a tool of the powerful that should be curtailed to 
avoid causing discomfort; and that the United States 
is an irredeemably fl awed country that systematically 
mistreats women and racial and ethnic minorities. 

Given these challenges, we have been focusing and 
will continue to focus on three key areas. 

THE CONSTITUTION IS GOOD 

When the Federalist Society began, it was broadly 
assumed both in the legal culture and among the 
general public that the Constitution was funda-
mentally good—even if fl awed. Forty years ago, our 
debates were over interpretation, spirit versus letter, 
and equality versus liberty. But in 2024, many of our 
most infl uential institutions and intellectuals chal-
lenge the goodness of the Constitution, arguing or 
assuming that it is inherently bad. Th is is a dramatic 
change from prior generations, who would invoke 
phrases in the Constitution even as they advocated for 
their expanded meaning for progressive ends. It is clear 
that we now need to make a focused eff ort to educate 
our audiences on the history, signifi cance, and lasting 
impact of the U.S. Constitution and on the success of 
this uniquely American form of government, instead 
of taking it for granted.

THE INTEGRITY, LEGITIMACY AND CENTRALITY OF 

THE COURTS

Th e Federalist Society will foster discussions about 
the ongoing attacks on the Supreme Court and 
the judiciary more broadly, and we will present a 
more accurate picture of the third branch’s role in 
our constitutional system than what is commonly 
portrayed in the media. We hope to get diverse 
voices—left, right, and center—to distinguish between 
critiques of and attacks on the judiciary. We will 
examine the dangers of threats and slander. Positively, 
we will highlight how the Supreme Court really does 
its work: it applies legal reasoning, it does not conduct 
politics by other means. 

DEI AND THE AFTERMATH OF STUDENTS FOR FAIR 

ADMISSIONS V. HARVARD 

Th e Supreme Court’s 2023 decision in the case 
Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard made it clear 
that the institutions that shape our future leaders— 
selective colleges and universities—run afoul of the 
U.S. Constitution when they seek to socially engineer 
our society using racial preferences. Underpinning 
the decision is the Court’s rejection of the idea that 
people should be treated diff erently on the basis of 
their identity. Higher education is not the only arena 

that has been aff ected by DEI ideology and bureau-
cracy. Various identity-based preferences have become 
very widespread in business, government, the arts, and 
K-12 education, and many other key institutions. We 
will explore the applicability of the SFFA decision and 
its reasoning to these other institutions.

In addition, we will continue our focused attention 
on challenges to freedom of thought at law schools 
and other legal institutions. Recent events on campus 
have provided both major new challenges but also 
new opportunities both there and in the corporate and 
general counsel world, the other primary areas of focus 
for this project.

In bringing attention to these questions, we 
maintain our commitment to civil discussion, 
because that is the way decent societies learn and 
grow. We will continue to invite to our discussions all 
thoughtful people who wish to be part of them. People 
of conscience who argue in good faith will always 
be welcome at our events, even if some of us think 
they have wrongheaded ideas. We do all of this with 
renewed enthusiasm precisely because meeting our 
present turmoil with maturity and grace will highlight 
how constitutional principles help society overcome 
division rather than exacerbate it, and how the rule of 
law facilitates human fl ourishing. 

We believe our Founders, though imperfect, left a 
priceless legacy of freedom and prosperity—a shining 
city upon a hill. But it is not guaranteed that it will 
shine indefi nitely. It is up to every citizen, and every 
generation, to stand up for the principles our forebears 
established. And to stand up, not just when it’s easy, 
but especially when it’s hard. 

I am very grateful to you—our volunteers, bene-
factors, leaders, and supporters—for making this 
all possible. I speak on behalf of the whole team at 
national headquarters when I say that you inspire us 
and make our work deeply rewarding. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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I n 2023, the Student Division 
continued to advance the 
Federalist Society’s mission on law 

school campuses all over the country. 
With an active student chapter at nearly 

every accredited law school in 
the United States, the Student 
Division is instrumental in 
exposing students to conservative 
and libertarian legal principles. 
With the help of the Student 
Division, student chapters 
arrange for judges, legal prac-
titioners, and other experts to 
speak on their campuses. Th is 
creates opportunities for discus-

sion and debate in environments that 
are otherwise often ideological echo 

206
active chapters

75K+
event attendees

500+
social events

1,261
speaker events

RECENT PROGRAMS

Feddie Night Fights
fedsoc.org/fnf

PG-15: FedSoc Study Break
fedsoc.org/pg15

2023 Student Symposium
fedsoc.org/2023symposium

chambers. In addition to speaking 
events, student chapters host book clubs, 
exam prep sessions, workshops, alumni 
receptions, luncheons with faculty, and 
social events. Student Federalist Society 
members leave law school well-equipped 
to contribute to the public policy debate 
during their professional careers.

Th e Student Division also hosts 
debates and speaking events via Zoom, 
which are attended not only by students, 
but also by practitioners and scholars. 
In 2023, the Student Division partnered 
with a rotating assortment of student 
chapters to host Feddie Night Fights for 
the third year in a row. Feddie Night 
Fights are a series of online debates 
about pressing legal issues, broadcast via 

STUDENTS 
Zoom and recorded for later viewing. 
Th e Student Division also continued to 
host PG-15: FedSoc Study Break, which 
is a more casual forum for students to 
discuss legal issues with experts. Th is 
provides students with a more relaxed way 
to engage with fellow Federalist Society 
members, while discussing issues relevant 
to the real-world practice of law.

As always, the Student Division hosted 
student chapter presidents at the annual 
Student Leadership Conference in the 
greater Washington, DC area.  Th is confer-
ence provides student leaders with extensive 
training in running student chapters. 
Participants return to their schools well 
equipped to execute the Federalist Society’s 
mission on their campuses.

Th e Student Division also continues to 
host the annual Student Symposium, which 
is held on a diff erent law school campus 
each year. In 2023, the Symposium’s topic 
was “Law and Democracy.” Attendees 
enjoyed the Symposium’s debates and 
panels, which featured professors, judges, 
and other legal scholars. Students also 
welcomed this opportunity to socialize with 
hundreds of like-minded peers.

The University of Chicago 
chapter displays their Feddie 
Award. 

1 The Berkeley chapter kicks off  its year of 
programming with a Supreme Court Roundup.

2 Washington and Lee chapter offi  cers prepare 
to recruit new members at their school’s organi-
zation fair.

3 The Arizona chapter hosts a debate about free 
speech on college campuses, featuring Eugene 
Volokh and Toni Massaro, and moderated by Dean 
Marc Miller.

4 Judge Amul Thapar poses with Texas A&M stu-
dents after speaking to their chapter.

5 The University of Kentucky chapter listens 
as Christopher Walker and Ilya Shapiro discuss 
Chevron deference.

1 4

2 5

3

STATISTICS
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Rachel Wolff and Amber Hulse
3Ls at Georgetown Law

Being leaders in the Federalist Society at Georgetown 
Law has been an incredible experience for us. Serving on 

the executive team as Events and Communications Directors 
last year provided us with a unique opportunity to understand 
the inner workings of the chapter and ensure that students at 
Georgetown Law have the chance to engage with like-minded 
individuals and explore important legal issues from an alter-
native perspective.

Looking ahead, our goal for the chapter is to leave a 
lasting legacy by growing our chapter and strengthening our 
reputation both on-campus and nationally. With our school 
situated in the heart of the nation’s capital, we aim to take 
advantage of the DC connection and establish continuing 
community engagement with alumni, professionals, and other 
scholars in the area. By striving towards this objective, our 
team hopes to make a significant impact on the legal pro-
fession and the wider community.

STUDENT SYMPOSIUMSTUDENT 
LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE

1 Student Leadership Conference attendees listen 
to a presentation about digital marketing strategies.

2 Claire Montgomery represents the Michigan 
State chapter at the Student Leadership 
Conference.

3 Joe Manuszak of Detroit Mercy displays a 
Debate, Discuss, Decide podium sign.

4 Student chapter presidents enjoy panels about 
leading a Federalist Society student chapter.

5 Student 
Symposium attendees 
congregate while 
awaiting the begin-
ning of the next panel 
discussion.

6 Custom programs 
contain the schedule 
for the action-
packed 2023 Student 
Symposium.

7 A Symposium 
attendee displays his 
Texas pride by acces-
sorizing his suit with a 
cowboy hat.

10 Symposium Chair 
Emmalyn Decker wel-
comes attendees to 
the banquet.

11 Collin Li and 
Hendy Posner accept 
a Feddie Award on 
behalf of the Columbia 
Chapter.

12 Associate Director 
of the Student Division 
Bobby Ramkissoon 
presents Anthony 
Leonardi of the South 
Dakota chapter with a 
Feddie Award.

13 Students meet 
members of other 
chapers in between 
panel discussions.

1 3

2 4

5

6 7 13

11

9

8

12

10

“

Hosted by the University of Texas student chapter
March 3–4, 2023

8 Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott delivers 
the keynote address 
at the Student 
Symposium banquet.

9 Vice President and 
Director of the Student 
Division Peter Redpath 
delivers remarks 
during the banquet.
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LAWYERS

Our lawyers chapters continued to 
increase their activity and scope, 
hosting a record number of 

chapter events and conferences. Th e division 
hosted 528 events, about 90 more programs 
than the previous year, surpassing pre- 
pandemic numbers. Th e Lawyers Division 
hosted sixteen signature dinners and confer-
ences. Chapters were launched in Montana, 
Hawaii, Idaho, and Alaska. Prominent 
featured speakers included U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Clarence Th omas; former 
U.S. Solicitors General Paul Clement and 
Ted Olson; Judges Bill Pryor, Edith Jones, 
Greg Katsas, Amul Th apar, Andy Oldham, 
Jim Ho, Kevin Newsom, Lisa Branch, Chad 
Readler, and John Nalbandian; and many 
other leading practitioners and state court 
judges. Th e young lawyers activity across the 
country has increased, and we have retained 
an increasing number of recent graduates 
as members. 

528
events

13
state 
conferences

120
lawyers 
chapters

STATE CONFERENCES

WESTERN January 28

MISSOURI January 20

1, 2 The Federalist 
Society Lawyers 

division hosted three 
annual dinners in 

2023 — in San Diego 
(not pictured), New 

York City (1), and 
Arizona (2).

3 The DC Young 
Lawyers Chapter 
hosted a conver-
sation with Hon. 

Andrew Oldham, 
Hon. Amul Thapar, 
and Hon. Donanld 

McGahn on June 
22nd.  

FLORIDA February 3–4

1

2

3
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OHIO April 21

THIRD CIRCUIT April 28

WISCONSIN  May 5

MIDWESTERN  June 16

FLORIDA YOUNG LAWYERS  July 21

Lawyers  •  13

ALABAMA September 8
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ARKANSAS October 20

KENTUCKY October 13

NORTH CAROLINA October 6

TEXAS September 22–23

“
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TENNESSEE September 15

I joined the Federalist 
Society in law school 
because I’m deeply 
committed to our 
Constitution, federalism, 
the separation of powers, 
and the rule of law. I’ve 
stayed involved and 
become a leader in the 
Washington D.C. young 
lawyers chapter because of 
the incredible community 
the Society has assembled. 
Our chapter is stacked 
with intelligent people 
committed to serving our 
country and the ideals of 
our Constitution. Spending 
time with those people has 
become an important part 
of my life, and it’s hard to 
imagine life in Washington 
D.C. without the Society.

— Louis Cappozzi 
President 
DC Young Lawyers

DID YOU KNOW?

The first chapter 
conference was at the 
Reagan Library in 2007.
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59%
of Junior Scholars Colloquium papers 
placed in a top-50 flagship law review 
or top specialty journal

2023 
STATS

FACULTY 

I n 2023, the Faculty Division 
continued to promote dialogue 
among law professors who hold 

a wide array of views—on limited 
government, the separation of powers, 
the original understanding of the 
Constitution, and the importance of a 
free society—in order to foster free debate 
and intellectual diversity within academia. 
Our programs are designed (1) to identify 
aspiring conservative and libertarian law 
professors and support them through 
the legal academic hiring process; (2) to 
assist junior faculty in the academy; (3) to 
foster and build an academic community 
dedicated to the free exchange of ideas; 
and (4) to provide academic resources 
about the law to the public and press. 
To further these objectives, we have 
continued to develop and refine our core 
programs, including the Annual Faculty 
Conference, Junior Scholars Colloquium, 
James Kent Academy, co-sponsored collo-
quia, and academic fellowships. 

Of particular note, our 24th Annual 
Faculty Conference, which took place in 
San Diego, CA under the general aegis of 
the Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS), was extremely well attended.  
Our luncheon debate exploring the argu-
ments for and against the Major  Questions 
Doctrine in statutory interpretation 
attracted especially strong interest, and our 
panel on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization (overruling Roe v. Wade) and 
the Rule of Law received compliments 
from a number of faculty—including some 
not affiliated with Fed Soc—as the most 
balanced and interesting of the various 
abortion-related panels taking place during 
the broader AALS meeting.  Finally, the 
winners of our Young Legal Scholars 
Paper Competition, several of whom have 
since published their papers in the highly 
regarded Michigan, Notre Dame, and 
Alabama Law Reviews, received dedicated 
comments from Prof. Richard Epstein 
(NYU/Chicago).

1,600+
views of Supreme Court  
Preview Panel video

30
new SCOTUScast  
episodes

68K+
new downloads of 
SCOTUScast episodes

Panelists Prof. Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz (Georgetown), Erin Hawley 
(Alliance Defending Freedom), Prof. Jeffrey Rosen (George Washington 
and National Constitution Center), Prof. Jennifer Mascott (George Mason), 
and Prof. Robert Leider (George Mason) weighed in on major upcoming 
cases, moderated by Sarah Isgur (The Dispatch), at our annual Supreme 
Court Preview Panel held on September 26, 2023 at the Mayflower Hotel in 
Washington, DC. 



18  •  The Federalist Society  •  Annual Report 2023 Faculty  •  19

For more than a decade, we have held 
an annual Junior Scholars Colloquium 
structured around a paper competition. 
The authors of the eight winning draft 
papers each receive a $1,000 prize, and 
they meet as a group over the course 
of two days to present their work and 
receive comments from dedicated 
senior faculty. Junior scholars find that 
this colloquium provides an excellent 
opportunity to improve their academic 
writing and build relationships with 
leading faculty in related fields. Many 
participants have gone on to place their 
papers in highly regarded flagship law 
journals, including at Stanford, Chicago, 
and Virginia. Most recently, the 2024 
Junior Scholars Colloquium took place 
May 31 to June 1 at the Westin Annapolis 
Hotel in Annapolis, MD.
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? FOSTERING SCHOLARSHIP

In an age of manifestos and litmus 
tests, FedSoc is an intellectual breath 
of fresh air. It brings together people 
who are happy to disagree even as 
they share broad commitments—
including the commitment to reasoning 
together as the way to get things right.

— Stephen E. Sachs 
Antonin Scalia Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School

JOSEPH STORY AWARD

The winner of the 2023 Joseph Story 
Award is Professor Jennifer Mascott 
of George Mason University’s Antonin 
Scalia Law School. The annual award 
recognizes a junior academic (ten 
years or less on the tenure track or 
40 and under) who has demonstrated 
excellence in legal scholarship, a 
commitment to teaching, a concern 
for students, and who has made a 
significant public impact in a manner 
that advances the rule of law in a free 
society.

“

Award Chair Matt Phillips from the 
University of Chicago Law School pre-
sents the 2023 Joseph Story Award to 
outstanding teacher and administrative 
law scholar Prof. Jennifer Mascott.

Below Profs. Ilan Wurman (Arizona 
State), Chris Walker (Michigan), and 
Chad Squitieri (Catholic) debated 
whether the Major Questions 
Doctrine plays a role in statutory 
interpretation.

Panelists and scholars at the 2023 
Junior Scholars Colloquium.
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  I n 2023, the Practice Groups 
continued to advance high-level 
legal and policy discussion from 

our national office. Important progress 
was made in leadership, membership, 
off-the-record meetings, programming, 
and a rebranding of online and podcast 
content. There are now close to 600 
volunteer Executive Committee members 
in the 15 Practice Groups, with 40 new 
members added this year alone.

The Practice Groups continued to build 
on long-standing, excellent in-person 
programming. In 2023, we hosted 19 
in-person events including conferences, 
briefings, and private dinners. Among 
the in-person events hosted this year were 
three one-day conferences, including 
the Eleventh Annual Executive Branch 
Review Conference, the National Security 
Symposium, and the Education Law & 
Policy Conference. The Practice Groups 

PRACTICE GROUPS
also coordinated the Federalist Society’s 
signature event, the National Lawyers 
Convention. In addition to selling out the 
convention quickly, the high-quality NLC 
programming resulted in an impressive 
56% increase in live stream engagement 
over 2022.

Other in-person events featured discus-
sions on topics ranging from the current 
state of the legal profession to the most 
important issues facing the Executive 
Branch and the Supreme Court. This 
year’s Supreme Court Roundup at the 
Mayflower Hotel featured former Solicitor 
General Paul Clement, who gave an 
insightful analysis of the term to a capacity 
crowd in the hotel’s Grand Ballroom. 
Practice Groups also hosted a lunch panel 
at the Mayflower Hotel on DEI in the 
Executive Branch. The discussion was 
hosted by the Civil Rights Practice Group 
and moderated by Chairman Ken Marcus. 

This balanced panel featured Executive 
Committee members Hans von Spakovsky 
and Devon Westhill; Dean of Delaware 
Law School Todd Clark; and DEI official 
Veronica Venture from the Department of 
Homeland Security. The panel discussed 
the current state of DEI initiatives in 
the Executive Branch and touched on 
controlling executive orders, the utility 
of DEI, and more. The feedback from 
attendees was overwhelmingly positive, 
and the recording has nearly 18,000 views. 

Throughout the year, the Practice 
Groups hosted more than 120 virtual 
events, which amassed more than 780,000 
total views and listens, including nearly 
12,000 live views. These webinars 
routinely attract hundreds of live viewers, 
who are afforded a chance to interact 
with featured speakers through live Q&A. 
Recordings of these events are then posted 
to YouTube and our podcast page where 

600+
executive committee 

members

120+ 
virtual  

programs

780K+ 
virtual program 
views and listens

42K+ 
Executive Branch 

Review Conference 
views

they receive thousands more views and 
listens, enabling new levels of engagement 
with a diverse audience of experts, lawyers, 
and the general public.

Our Supreme Court programming 
continues to enjoy immense popularity with 
our audience. The A Seat at the Sitting lives-
tream series that previews the docket each 
month consistently attracts large viewership. 
Our Courthouse Steps series, which features 
discussions of individual oral arguments 
and decisions just after they occur, also 
continues to perform exceptionally well. In 
2023, we brought back a regular webinar 
series featuring John Yoo and John Malcolm 
about divergent conservative perspectives 
on executive power. This series continues to 
cover some of the most interesting aspects 
of the legal cases in the Executive’s orbit and 
draws a large audience.

1 Kate Todd inter-
views Pat Cipollone at 
the June DC Lawyers 
Lunch.

2 Charles J. Cooper 
responds to a ques-
tion at the Civility in 
the Law DC Lunch 
with ABA President 
Deborah Enix Ross. 

3 Prof. William 
Buzbee answers an 
audience question 
at a live Courthouse 
Steps panel after the 
Supreme Court handed 
down its decision in 
Sackett v. EPA.

4 Paul D. Clement 
delivers remarks at the 
2023 Supreme Court 
Round Up.

5 Devon Westhill 
gives opening remarks 
on DEI at the Executive 
Branch luncheon.

1 2

3

5

4
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LEADERSHIP AWARDS

During the 2023 NLC 
Leadership Dinner, the 
Practice Groups unveiled two 
inaugural awards designed 
to spotlight the exceptional 
efforts and contributions of our 
members. The “Practice Group 
of the Year” accolade was 
bestowed upon the Civil Rights 
Practice Group, recognizing 
its outstanding production 
of webinars, blog posts, and 
in-person events—outstanding 
in terms of both quality and 
quantity. Additionally, the 
“Practice Group Leader of the 
Year” honor was presented 
to Svetlana Gans, Chair of 
the Corporations, Securities, 
and Antitrust Practice Group, 
in acknowledgment of her 
dynamic leadership and 
unwavering dedication to a 
series of pivotal programs and 
private-facing events.
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH REVIEW CONFERENCE
APRIL 25, 2023

The Eleventh Annual Executive Branch Review Conference (EBRXI) was centered 
around the theme of Transparency, Accountability, and the Administrative State. 
Programming included an opening plenary session on OIRA review, an FTC luncheon 
with former Republican and Democrat commissioners moderated by Judge Rao, 
and breakout panels sponsored by a variety of Practice Groups covering topics 
ranging from environmental justice and civil rights to agency-incentivized social 
media censorship. The conference concluded with a fireside chat with 48th Vice 
President Mike Pence followed by a book signing. The sold-out event had over 250 
attendees and hundreds more online viewers, with more than 42,000 views in the 
first few weeks after the conference. EBR continues to be the premier gathering in 
Washington about the administrative state.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

1 2

3

4

1 Former Vice 
President Mike Pence 
participates in a fire-
side chat at EBRXI.

2 Prof. Susan Dudley 
gives her opening 
remarks on the panel 
Regulatory Review 
Reset? at EBRXI. 

3 Former FTC 
Commissioners Noah 
Joshua Phillips and 
Jon Leibowitz join 
Hon. Neomi Rao for a 
discussion on recent 
developments in the 
antitrust world. 

4 John Cruden, 
Horace Cooper, and 
Mark Brnovich enjoy 
a moment of laughter 
during their EBRXI 
panel.
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

1 2
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EDUCATION LAW & POLICY CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

Practice Groups held a day-long Education Law & Policy Conference in September. 
Alongside our co-sponsor, the Defense of Freedom Institute, there were three 
plenary sessions on teachers’ unions, religious charter schools, and the U.S. 
Department of Education. Special addresses were delivered by Philip Howard, 
Eugene Scalia, and former Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels. In-person attendees 
were given the opportunity to complete 285 minutes of CLE.

NATIONAL SECURITY SYMPOSIUM
JUNE 29, 2023

In June, Practice Groups hosted the annual National Security Symposium, 
sponsored by the International & National Security Law Practice Group, which 
delved into The Legal, Practical, and Policy Implications of the Russia-Ukraine 
Confl ict. The day-long event included insightful panels examining the fi nancial 
and humanitarian aspects of the confl ict and a keynote address from former 
United States Senator and Ambassador to NATO Kay Bailey Hutchison. The 
symposium’s impact extended well beyond its conclusion, with recordings 
amassing over 15,000 views to date.

FEDSOC FORUMS REBRANDING 
The Practice Groups has revamped our presence on the Federalist Society 
website. Recent changes better showcase the diverse range of Practice Groups 
programming in a manner befi tting the central content engine of the organization. 
In collaboration with the digital team, we have reworked the way content is 
displayed on the webpage and crafted new logos for each of the 15 Practice 
Groups, which are featured on the redesigned PG landing page.

Furthermore, we have retired the use of “Teleforum” to better refl ect the evolving 
nature of Practice Groups programming in the post-conference call era. In its place, 
we introduced “FedSoc Forums” as a comprehensive platform for Practice Groups 
content. The FedSoc Forums web page displays recent programs and upcoming 
events in a user-friendly format, making it easy for our audience to interact and 
enabling new audiences to quickly grasp the nature of our content.

1 Ambassador Kay 
Bailey Hutchison gives 
the keynote address 
at the 2023 National 
Security Symposium.

2 Eric Kadel, Richard 
Goldberg, and Scott 
Anderson discuss the 
economic fallout of 
the Russia-Ukraine war 
at the 2023 National 
Security Symposium. BRIEFCASE

In October, Practice Groups launched 
a new kind of multimedia presentation 
format for debates on key issues 
and cases that mimics the litigation 
process called Briefcase. 

Each Briefcase features two experts 
“litigating” a topic through a variety 
of media including Written Briefs, 
Oral Argument videos, and more, 
each released sequentially. Briefcase 
incorporates other voices via short 
Amicus Brief statements from other 
key scholars on the topic with a range 
of views to further the discussion. 
Each program concludes with an 
audience poll and fi nal reactions from 
the participants.

3 Hon. Eugene 
Scalia delivers a lun-
cheon address at the 
2023 Education Law & 
Policy Conference.

4 Former Governor 
of Indiana Mitch 
Daniels delivers the 
closing address at the 
2023 Education Law & 
Policy Conference.

5 Robert Eitel gives 
opening remarks at the 
the 2023 Education 
Law & Policy 
Conference.
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EXTERNAL RELATIONS

STATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL

T hrough its programming, publica-
tions, and personal relationships, 
the Federalist Society has fostered 

an unprecedented level of discussion 
about the role of state attorneys general 
in policing government overreach at the 
federal and state levels. Virginia Attorney 
General Jason Miyares spoke at the 2023 
National Lawyers Convention and the 
Richmond Lawyers Chapter; Oklahoma 
Attorney General Gentner Drummond 

spoke to the Tulsa Lawyers Chapter; 
Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr 
spoke to the Atlanta Lawyers Chapter; 
and Alaska Attorney General Treg Taylor 
spoke to the Alaska Lawyers Chapter. Our 
efforts to develop talented lawyers who 
are interested in serving in these key legal 
policy jobs are yielding tremendous results; 
the Society has encouraged many capable 
members to be more deeply involved in 
public policy and government service. 

1 Nebraska Solicitor 
General Eric Hamilton 
speaks on a panel at 
the National Lawyers 
Convention.

2 Tennessee Attorney 
General Jonathan 
Skrmetti speaks at the 
Tennessee Chapters 
Conference.

STATE COURTS 
PROJECT

T he State Courts Project exists to 
promote the discussion of the 
role of the courts in states around 

the country. We accomplish this through 
the publication of our State Court Docket 
Watch series and by hosting events that 
promote discussion of state court issues in 
chapters across the country. In 2023, we 
hosted events that provided expert analysis 
of state supreme court decisions, discussed 
trends in how state court judges are ruling, 
and provided critical commentary on 
the dynamics of state supreme courts. 
In the past year, our lawyers chapters 
have hosted events focused on state 
supreme courts and state constitutions in 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Kansas, North 
Carolina, Ohio, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin, and elsewhere.

3 Justice Rebecca 
Grassl Bradley of the 
Wisconsin Supreme 
Court speaks at the 
Wisconsin Chapters 
Conference.

4 Justice David 
Wecht of the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court at the National 
Lawyers Convention.

3
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5 Justice Sarah 
Campbell of the 
Tennessee Supreme 
Court speaks at the 
Tennessee Chapters 
Conference.

6 Supreme Court of 
Texas Justice Jimmy 
Blacklock speaks at 
the Texas Chapters 
Conference.

60+
State Court Docket Watch 
articles published
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CONSTITUTION DAY

T he Federalist Society hosted its fourth annual 
Constitution Day program. During the week of 
Constitution Day—September 17— Federalist 

Society volunteers taught middle and high school students 
about America’s founding documents and principles. 
We matched Federalist Society members—both lawyers 
and law students—with middle school and high school 
students from over twenty states.

25

CAPITOL HILL CHAPTER

T he Capitol Hill Chapter educates 
members of Congress and their 
staff about the relationship 

between important first principles—
including the rule of law and limited 
constitutional government—and issues 
they deal with every day. We achieve 
this goal by sponsoring events that are 
both educational and social. These events 
introduce staffers to subject area experts, 
expose them to content produced by 

the Federalist Society, and give them the 
opportunity to meet other like-minded 
individuals working on the Hill. In 2023, 
we worked to incorporate students, 
young lawyers, and other members of 
the Society into our activities on the 
Hill. These efforts have created an expan-
sive network that opens opportunities 
in public service for the brightest young 
members of the Society.

Adam Mortara speaks 
at an event for the 
Federalist Society’s 
Capitol Hill Chapter.

states where FedSoc 
volunteers taught 
Constitution Day classes
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I n 2023, the International Division 
sponsored a Transatlantic Human 
Rights Law Symposium in London, 

hosted the first Annual Meeting of the 
International Law and Liberty Society 
(ILLS), co-hosted a luncheon for ILLS 
leaders at the U.S. Supreme Court in 
conjunction with their attendance at the 
2023 National Lawyers Convention, and 
hosted a Transatlantic Judicial Exchange. 

 In February, U.S. Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Neil M. Gorsuch was 
the featured guest at the Transatlantic 
Human Rights Law Symposium, which 
the Federalist Society-inspired London 
Law and Liberty Circle hosted with 
respect to the 75th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
In addition to delivering an address at 
the Symposium, Justice Gorsuch was 
the featured guest at a luncheon held at 
the Honourable Society of the Middle 

 IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L Temple, one of the four Inns of Court 
exclusively entitled to call their members 
to the Bar of England and Wales. Justice 
Gorsuch also participated in a fireside 
chat with Dean Reuter at the University 
of Oxford’s East Writing School, which 
the Benjamin Disraeli Law and Liberty 
Circle hosted.

In April, outside Paris, the ILLS held 
its first Annual Meeting. Based in signif-
icant part on the mission and principles 
embraced by the Federalist Society, the 
ILLS is a nonpartisan multinational 
network of groups consisting of lawyers, 
law students, law faculty, and others inter-
ested in current intellectual and practical 
developments in the law and in promoting 
the rule of law, individual liberty, personal 
responsibility, limited government, separa-
tion of powers, judicial restraint, economic 
freedom, national sovereignty, subsid-
iarity, and fundamental freedoms at the 

1

national level. The current participants 
in the ILLS include law student and/
or lawyer chapters in Canada, England, 
France, Germany, Spain, Italy, Hungary, 
Poland, Ukraine, the Republic of Georgia, 
Israel, Australia, Philippines, and Brazil. 
At the first ILLS Annual Meeting in April, 
leaders from each Law and Liberty Circle 
explained their activities and upcoming 
programming.

In November, 26 ILLS leaders attended 
the National Lawyers Convention, which 
continues to be an inspiring experience 
for young lawyers from around the world. 
During the Convention, in addition to 
enjoying the regularly scheduled events, 
the ILLS delegates toured the Supreme 
Court of the United States, followed by 
a talk by, and luncheon with, Associate 
Justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr. The ILLS dele-
gation also visited George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon. 

1 At their initial 
An nual Meet ing, 
leaders of the groups 
comprising the 
International Law and 
Liberty Society signed 
a Statement of Mission 
and Principles.

2 ILLS participants at 
the National Lawyers 
Convention visit 
George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon.

3 U.S. Supreme Court 
Associate Justice 
Neil M. Gorsuch and 
his wife, Marie Louse 
Gorsuch (center) 
with Dean Reuter 
and members of the 
London Law and 
Liberty Circle.

4 U.S. Eleventh 
Circuit Court of 
Appeals Judges 
Britt Grant (L) and 
Elizabeth Branch (R) 
attend the inspiring 
musical Hamilton 
with judges from the 
European Court of 
Human Rights and 
the President of the 
Constitutional Court 
of Kosovo.

5 Director of 
International Affairs, 
Jim Kelly, attended 
the launch of the 
Thaddeus Kosciusko 
Law and Liberty Circle, 
based at the University 
of Warsaw in Poland.

2 3

4 5

Throughout 2023, the various ILLS 
groups held events comparable to those 
held by law student and lawyer chapters 
of the Federalist Society.

In September, in London, the Inter-
national Division hosted a Transatlantic 
Judicial Exchange in which Judges Elizabeth 
Branch and Britt Grant from the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit participated, along the President of 
the Constitutional Court of Kosovo, a judge 
from the Constitutional Court of Slovenia, 
and four judges from the Strasbourg-based 
European Court of Human Rights repre-
senting Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine, and 
the Republic of Georgia.

 Meanwhile, as it has since its creation 
in 2008, the Federalist Society’s Global 
Governance Watch web-based project 
continues to monitor developments relating 
to UN global governance and the global 
business, human rights, and ESG agenda.
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NATIONAL LAWYERS CONVENTION 2023 NOVEMBER 11–13
WASHINGTON, DC
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T he Federalist Society’s 2023 
National Lawyers Convention 
featured the largest number of 

attendees at a Convention to date! The 
Convention and the Antonin Scalia 
Memorial Dinner attracted more than 
2,400 people, selling out in record time. 

The Convention once again brought 
together legal experts, long-time members, 
students, and others new to the Federalist 
Society from all over the country and 
internationally. The theme of this year’s 
convention was “Originalism on the 
Ground.” The Scalia dinner included a 
fascinating interview of Supreme Court 
Justice Amy Coney Barret, by Judge Lisa 
Branch of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit.The Barbara Olson 
Memorial lecture featured an impressive 
and memorable address by journalist Bari 
Weiss. The 15th annual Rosenkranz Debate 
between Prof. Richard Epstein, Laurence 
A. Tisch Professor of Law and Director, 
Classical Liberal Institute, New York 
University School of Law and Prof. Mr. 
Clark Neily, Senior Vice President for Legal 
Studies, Cato Institute, moderated by Prof. 
Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz of Georgetown 
University Law Center was an interesting 
debate about the constitutionality of 
states regulating the content moderation 
policies of social media companies. The 
Convention concluded with the Robert H. 
Bork Memorial Lecture which was given by 
Judge Thomas Griffith (ret.).

The Practice Groups hosted 30 panels, 
debates, discussions, and addresses. Along 
with all of the alumni lunches, leadership 
meetings, the Red Carpet After Party, 
Shabbat Reception, and book signings, 
this year’s Convention offered enriching 
programming and networking opportuni-
ties for veteran and new attendees alike.

1

2

2.2K+
attendees

100+
panelists

8K+
live views

1 Cristiana Manole 
Palmer, Justice Samuel 
Alito, and Eric Palmer 
pose for a photo at the 
2024 Antonin Scalia 
Memorial Dinner.

2 Judge Lisa Branch 
and Justice Amy 
Coney Barret pose for 
a photo following a 
fireside chat. 

3 Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, Susan 
Dudley, and Jay Steele 
attend a reception at 
the Scalia dinner.

4

3

5

4 Ted Olson, Ken 
Cribb, Julie Abraham, 
and Spence Abraham 
pose for a photo at the 
2024 Antonin Scalia 
Memorial Dinner

5 Justice Neil 
Gorsuch, Susan 
DeMuth, and Chris 
DeMuth attend a 
reception at the 
Washington Hilton.

BARBARA K. OLSON MEMORIAL LECTURE

F or the twenty-second annual Barbara K. Olson 
Memorial Lecture, Bari Weiss delivered a powerful 
presentation on the Israel-Hamas war and the events 

of October 7, 2023. She reminded the sold-out National 
Lawyers Convention audience that there is an ongoing “war of 
ideas, conviction, and of will facing us as Americans,” one that 
faced the country in 2001 and continues as a “civilizational 
war” to this day. Noting the sobering difference between reac-
tions to September 11 and to October 7, Ms. Weiss exhorted 
attendees to defend their nation and culture, to remember 
allies, and to see the world as it is—including the good. They 
must remember, she said, that the battle for the rule of law, 
against double standards of speech, and for freedom is a worthy 
fight, and that they are the ones who must fight it. 

Watch the Lecture

Website
fedsoc.org/NLC2023



36  •  The Federalist Society  •  Annual Report 2023 National Lawyers Convention 2023  •  37

1

2 3

8 9

10

11

13 14

124 5 6

7

1 Judge Thomas 
Griffin delivers the 
2024 Hon. Robert H. 
Bork Memorial Lecture 
on Toxic Political 
Polarization and the 
Judiciary.

2 Judge Paul Matey 
moderates a panel 
including Prof. John 
Yoo on FISA Section 
702.

3 The Labor & 
Employment Law 
Practice Group-
sponsored panel 
features a discussion 
among moderator 
Judge Chad Readler, 
Craig Becker, and 
Phillip Miscimarra.

4 Judge Jennifer 
Walker Elrod moder-
ates a breakout session 
titled Do States Enjoy a 
Special Solicitude?

5 Speakers discuss 
Originalist Perspectives 
on Ethics and the 
Supreme Court in 
a panel sponsored 
by the Professional 
Responsibility & Legal 
Education Practice 
Group.

6 Prof. John Harrison 
speaks about the 
Judicial Power and 
Evaluating Judicial 
Supremacy.

7 The first showcase 
panel, Originalism on 
the Ground, features 
six speakers from the 
bench, bar, and aca-
demia discussing 
how the theory of 
originalism works in 
practice.

8 David Lat discusses 
Supreme Court reform.

9 Former FCC 
Commissioner Mignon 
Clyburn speaks on 
a Friday breakout 
panel discussing 
Originalism and the 
Communications Act 
of 1934.

10 Judge William 
Pryor moderates a 
discussion entitled 
Whither Precedent? 

11 Justice Jay Mitchell 
of the Alabama 
Supreme Court speaks 
on a panel discussing 
Originalist Perspectives 
on Ethics and the 
Supreme Court.

12 Panelists dis-
cuss The Judiciary’s 
Federalist Revival in 
a panel sponsored by 
the Litigation Practice 
Group.

13 Judge Kathryn 
Kimball Mizelle moder-
ates a breakout panel 
on environmental law.

14 FTC Chair Lina 
Khan speaks in a 
Friday fireside chat 
with moderated by 
Prof. Todd Zywicki.
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1 Judge Edith Jones 
and Prof. Joshua 
Blackman

2 John Byrne and 
Leonard Leo

3 Student volunteers 
pose for a photo.

4 Blair Dorminey, 
Prof. Steven Calabresi, 
and Roger Newman

5 Attendees Jack 
Park,  Frank Strickland, 
and the Hon. Paige 
Whitaker pose for a 
picture.

6 Harvard chapter 
president Ben Pontz 
speaks with attendees.

7 John Serrano and 
David Bainbridge 
enjoy the NLC closing 
reception.

8 Tyler Lindley and 
Jacob Christensen 
have a conversa-
tion during a break 
in programming on 
Thursday.

9 Judge Lawrence 
VanDyke speaks with 
other attendees at the 
NLC.

10 Jill Jacobson and 
Marc Scolnick

11 Judge Jordan 
Pratt and his daughter 
Marcella Pratt pose for 
a photo on the third 
day of the Convention.

12 Alexandra Hudson 
signs copies of her 
book The Soul of 
Civility on Saturday.

13 Judge William 
Pryor has a con-
versation with NLC 
attendees.
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1 Judge James Ho 
speaks alongside 
Judge Britt Grant 
and moderator Judge 
Joan Larsen on the 
Originalism on the 
Ground roundtable.

2 Paul Clement speaks 
about Originalism on 
the Ground.

3 Ashley Keller speaks 
on the breakout panel 
A Creature of Statute: 
American Antitrust Law.

4 David Doniger 
speaks on a breakout 
panel sponsored by 
the Environmental 
Law & Property Rights 
Practice Group.

5 Seth Waxman par-
ticipates in a panel 
sponsored by the 
In-House Counsel net-
work titled The Future 
of DEI in Business.

6 Doha Mekki of 
the U.S. Department 
of Justice speaks on 
a panel discussing 
American antitrust law.

7 Laura Sheridan 
of Google speaks on 
a panel about The 
Injunction Function: 
Is IP Law Promoting 
Markets for Innovators 
and Creators? 

8 Judge Gregory 
Katsas moderates 
Showcase Panel III.

9 Judge Kyle 
Duncan moderates a 
breakout panel titled 
Religious Liberty in the 
Work-and-Market-Place.

10 Prof. Megan Ryan 
speaks on the breakout 
panel sponsored by 
the Criminal Law & 
Procedure Practice 
Group.

11 Hon. Beth Williams 
participates in a 
panel discussing FISA 
Section 702.

12 Showcase Panel 
III features Judge 
Randolph Moss as a 
speaker.

13 The 2024 
Rosenkranz Debate 
features Clark Neily 
(left), moderator Prof. 
Nicholas Rosenkranz 
(middle), and Prof. 
Richard Epstein (right).

National Lawyers Convention 2023  •  39
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Th e Initiative’s largest project of the 
year was a new video documentary, made 
in collaboration with the FedSoc Films 
division, on congressional budgeting 
and omnibus bills titled Omnibus: Who 
Controls the Power of the Purse? featuring 
Professor Frances Lee, former Congressman 
and Federalist Society founder David 
McIntosh, and Professor Antony Davies. 
Th ese experts discussed the perpetual 
threats of government shutdowns and 
why omnibus legislation is often the only 
solution off ered by lawmakers. Th is short 
fi lm seeks to answer: What are the pros and 

S ince 2015, the Article I Initiative 
has been studying, debating, and 
promoting public understanding 

of originalist principles in order to restore 
Congress’ rightful place in the constitu-
tional order. 

In the past year, the Initiative has hosted 
several student chapter events and webinars. 
On March 15, we were pleased to feature 
Senator Bill Hagerty of Tennessee for a 
discussion of the Senate’s consideration of 
a vote to disapprove the D.C. crime bill, 
which sought to lessen the penalties for 
violent crimes within the District.

78K+
podcast 
downloads 
to date

150K+
views, to date, of our fi lm Omnibus: Who 
Controls the Power of the Purse?

ARTICLE I INITIATIVE

Website
articleiinitiative.org

DISCUSSIONS AT LAW SCHOOLS
This year, the Initiative hosted numerous discussions on 
law school campuses to spark debate on whether the 
legislative branch has been failing its important duties and 
responsibilities in retaining the powers that our Founders 
designated. Discussions included Trump, Biden, and 
the Future of Presidential Power with James Burnham, 
Judge Chad Readler, and Marc Rotenberg hosted at the 
American University Washington College of Law, and 
Public Choice and Law featuring Professor Todd Zywicki, 
hosted at the University of Miami School of Law.

THE D.C. CRIME BILL: 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
March 8, 2023

Opening Address Featuring:
Hon. Bill Hagerty
United States Senator, Tennessee

Discussion Featuring:
Zack Smith
Legal Fellow and Manager, Supreme 
Court and Appellate Advocacy Program, 
Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and 
Judicial Studies, Heritage Foundation

cons of omnibus bills? Why do they inspire 
criticism from both sides of the aisle, yet 
are still a very common way to fund our 
federal government? Th e video was released 
in late September as government funding 
was set to expire and has remained very 
relevant ever since. 

Watch 
Omnibus on 
YouTube
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REGULATORY 
TRANSPARENCY 
PROJECT

I n 2023, the administrative state was as active as ever, and RTP led the 
way in shining a light on how administrative action impacted innova-
tion, dynamism, and the American entrepreneurial spirit. With over 

180 subject matter experts, RTP drove the debate on the administrative state’s 
regulatory approaches to artifi cial intelligence, federal environmental enforce-
ment priorities, the use of ESG in public pension investment decisions, and 
more. RTP’s experts also sought to inform the public through op-eds and 
interviews. RTP saw great success with its new fi ve-part mini-documentary 
series, Regulation and Red Tape. Moderated by former Administrator of the 
Offi  ce of Information and Regulatory Aff airs Paul J. Ray, the series tells true 
stories of how federal regulatory actions impact the lives of ordinary Americans 
and the economy they rely on. We invite you to visit RegProject.org to learn RegProject.org to learn RegProject.org
more about RTP’s work, and join the conversation.

Website
RegProject.org

1.2M
video views

130K
views of 

Regulation and 
Red Tape

7
in-person 

luncheon panels

55
new podcast 

episodes

49
new videos

38
live and virtual 

events

Wong v. NYCERS and ESG Action at the State and Local 
Level: A Debate on the Right
On October 10, 2023, RTP hosted Jonathan Berry, Akiva 
Shapiro, F. Vincent Vernuccio, and Paul Atkins at the Capitol 
Hill Club for a discussion about the lawsuit Wong v. NYCERS
and a debate over the role that the government should play in 
responding to ESG investing.

Environmental 
Enforcement: Policies, 
Priorities, and the Rule of 
Law
On June 20, 2023, RTP hosted an 
event featuring a keynote address 
by U.S. Senator Dan Sullivan and 
a panel discussion on EPA and 
DOJ environmental enforcement 
with Susan Bodine, Eric Schaeff er, 
David M. Uhlmann, Jeff rey Wood, 
and Michael Buschbacher. 

AI & Antidiscrimination: AI Entering the Arena of Labor 
& Employment Law
On April 4, 2023, RTP hosted EEOC Commissioner Keith 
Sonderling, David Fortney, Aram Gavoor, and Philip Miscimarra 
for a live discussion on the use of artifi cial intelligence tools in 
hiring and its nexus with anti-discrimination law. 

Film Screening and Discussion: Sackett v. EPA
On October 25, 2023, RTP hosted a fi lm screening of its 
documentary, Sackett v. EPA: A Tale of Wetland Regulation, 
followed by a discussion with Daren Bakst, William Buzbee, and 
Morgan Brummund.

The EPA’s Proposed Power Plant Rule: Will it Survive in 
the Courts?
On September 25, 2023, RTP hosted a webinar with Jeff rey 
Holmstead, Kevin Poloncarz, Justin Schwab, and Daren Bakst 
that discussed whether the EPA’s third attempt to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions will be upheld by the Supreme Court.

2023 STATS

FEATURED EVENTS

Scan and watch the
trailer for our

upcoming five-part
series: Regulation

and Red Tape.

SCAN&WATCH

THE REGULATORY TRANSPARENCY PROJECT  

Mergers, Monopolies, & the FTC; Sackett v. EPA: A Tale
of Wetland Regulations; and more coming soon!

Regulation and Red Tape

Scan to watch 
on the RTP 

website
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FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 
& ALUMNI RELATIONS 

T here is a growing divide in this country over the concept of freedom 
of thought. Th is divide is rapidly replacing what had been a social 
consensus on the value of being able to say controversial things, the 

virtue of defending the right to express unpopular opinions, and the centrality 
of individual conscience in the United States.

Th e Freedom of Th ought Project is addressing these emerging questions 
pertaining to free speech and thought. We are exploring how the dynamic 
is playing out in particularly consequential areas of society and considering 
how incentives might be adjusted towards supporting freedom of thought. 

Th is year, the Freedom of Th ought Project hosted virtual programs, 
in-person events, and alumni receptions, as well as its fi rst day-long confer-
ence. Th e inaugural Freedom of Th ought conference quickly sold out, and 
the panels focused on state-level policies designed to address new threats 
to freedom. Responses to our post-conference survey were overwhelm-
ingly positive, with the substance of the panels and quality of the speakers 
drawing the most comments. Th e balance of both theory and praxis in the 
discussions resonated with the young lawyers and law students in particular. 

Website
freedomofthought.fedsoc.org

29
alumni events 

46K+
Open Minds 
podcast views

DID YOU KNOW?

ALUMNI FOCUS
During summer 2023, Freedom of Thought hosted 12 
alumni chapter receptions: Virginia, Yale, Catholic, Penn, 
Columbia, Michigan, Duke, George Mason, Harvard, 
Stanford, Georgetown, and George Washington. Freedom 
of Thought also hosted lunches and breakfasts for 17 
alumni chapters during the National Lawyers Convention. 
These events featured many of the fi gures involved in the 
year’s most signifi cant challenges for freedom of thought, 
including Julia Mahoney, Jonathan Mitchell, Ryan Baasch, 
Judge Jim Ho, Nicole Garnett, Judge Kyle Duncan, and 
Judge Brantley Starr. Other distinguished guests included 
Senator J.D. Vance, Judge Lawrence VanDyke, Judge 
Gregory Katsas, Aaron Sibarium, Andrew Ferguson, and 
Judge Paul Matey.

More than 250 people registered for the inaugural FoT 
Conference. More than 60% of conference registrants were 
35 years of age or younger and worked in the education, 
law, tech, or governmental sectors.

MARCH 2023
To meet the needs of 
our attorneys facing 
new Diversity and 
Elimination of Bias 
CLE requirements, the 
Project off ered a live-
streamed CLE course 
addressing how ideo-
logical coercion in the 
legal profession oper-
ates “as a source of 
explicit, implicit, and 
systemic bias that 
threatens equal access 
to justice and ulti-
mately the rule of law.”

JUNE 2023
The fi rst annual 
Freedom of Thought 
Conference, State 
Power Review: 
Considering the 
Role of the States 
in Preserving 
Freedom, was held in 
Washington, DC. The 
event was sold out.

JULY 2023
The DOJ Antitrust 
Division held its fi rst 
in-person discussion 
of the new proposed 
merger guidelines 
with the Freedom of 
Thought Project. The 
event sold out within 
hours of being posted.

OCTOBER 2023
The Project hosted 
a bi-partisan con-
versation between 
EEOC Commissioners 
Jocelyn Samuels, a 
Democrat, and Andrea 
Lucas, a Republican. 
They discussed their 
respective views on 
how the SFFA deci-
sion, federal law 
banning employ-
ment discrimination, 
and EEOC regulations 
apply to employers’ 
DEI programs and ini-
tiatives. The event was 
sold out.

NOVEMBER 2023
The Freedom of 
Thought Project 
arranged a Fireside 
Chat at the National 
Lawyers Convention, 
with FTC Chair Lina 
Khan and Prof. Todd 
Zywicki discussing how 
consolidation in the pri-
vate sector can aff ect 
freedom of thought.

The Path to Impact 
Litigation panel fea-
tured James Burnham, 
Heather Hacker, and 
Kate Todd discussing 
the growing range of 
alternatives to large 
law fi rms.

Highlights

“The Freedom of Thought 
Project educates, inspires, 
and challenges. Whether as a 
moderator or audience member, 
my time at these events has 
been invaluable to developing 
a richer understanding of 
individual freedom and the role 
of the courts. Whatever my 
schedule, I eagerly make space 
for FOT discussions.”

— Judge Paul Matey
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NATIONAL LAWYERS 
CONVENTION
The In-House Counsel Network was also well repre-
sented at the National Lawyers Convention. In 
2023, our In-House Counsel panel, The Future of 
DEI in Business, featured Erin E. Murphy, Patrick 
Strawbridge, former Solicitor General Seth P. Waxman 
, and moderator Judge Timothy M. Tymkovich of the 
Tenth Circuit. The panel video has garnered 4,800 
views since it was posted.

We also premiered an invite-only evening 
networking reception for our In-House Counsel 
members. Representatives from Walmart, Boeing, 
Wells Fargo, Citigroup, Purdue Pharma, Exxon 
Mobil, Google, Meta, Johnson & Johnson, and more 
attended and enthused about this unique opportu-
nity. This valuable event increased members’ ability 
to network and form bonds both with fellow business 
and legal leaders along with FedSoc staff. Guests were 
quick to suggest new GCs for FedSoc involvement as 
well as ideas for future events and programming.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING
On January 25, we hosted a webinar titled Western 
Business in China: Can We Sell Without Selling Out? It 
featured an impressive, international array of speakers 
including Sir Iain Duncan Smith, Mary Kissel, and 
Christopher Ekren. The program had 118 live viewers 
and has since received over 3,300 views on YouTube. 
The IHC Network also co-sponsored a webinar titled 
How Reliable are Corporate ESG Ratings? on August 15, 
2023. This event featured Justin Danhof, Prof. Lynn 
LoPucki, Paul Watkins, and moderator James Lloyd. It 
has received over 7,400 views.

IN-HOUSE COUNSEL 

T hroughout 2023, the In-House Counsel Network continued to provide a place 
for meaningful, thoughtful, and balanced discussion of the most pressing legal 
issues facing the business community. The Network has proved an enormous 

asset to the Federalist Society and its members. The network is often the only avenue 
through which corporate attorneys can hear the totality of an issue, connect with like-
minded individuals, and engage in private conversations about best practices. The 
network connects almost 500 in-house attorneys, many from Fortune 500 companies. 
We maintain a volunteer working group as well as a higher-level advisory board of experts 
with experience in the in-house world with whom we consult.

NETWORK

I loved the IHC event in Chicago and 
thank you kindly for your part in it. 
It was a fantastic experience, and 
honestly, I cannot think of one thing 
that could have gone or made it better.

— IHC Network attorney

“

SECOND ANNUAL IN-HOUSE  
COUNSEL NETWORK 
CONFERENCE
Attendance at our inaugural event in 2022 included 
more than 200 attendees from 100+ companies; in 2023, 
the conference almost doubled in size. The second annual 
conference featured two plenary panels, ten breakout 
sessions, and a dinner address by former United States 
Attorney General Michael Mukasey. Topics included 
ESG disclosures, non-compete bans, corporate crisis 
management, criminal enforcement, the future of 
banking, and FinTech. Speakers included in-house attor-
neys from Boeing, Tyson Foods, and Fox News. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
The Network also hosts a smaller conference once a 
year that allows for more depth and nuance in the 
exploration of issues and creates a different dynamic 
among attendees. 2023’s regional conference was 
held in Amelia Island, Florida, and was titled Acute 
Legal Issues Facing In-House Counsel, featuring a 
keynote address by Andrew “Andy” Puzder, former 
CEO of CKE Restaurants and a Senior Fellow at the 
Heritage Foundation and Pepperdine University. We 
were proud to welcome new corporate sponsorships 
by Fox Corporation, Golden Pass LNG, Citadel, 
NSSF, Cognizant, Veridis, Rumble, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and other corporations that prefer to 
remain anonymous.

NEWSLETTER
Thanks to members’ suggestions, we premiered an 
In-House Counsel Newsletter in 2023, with issues 
being published on July 20, August 31, and November 
1. These newsletters provide vital information to our 
IHC members including job opportunities, upcoming 
events, access to past events, and relevant news stories 
and updates. Small and large companies alike are 
taking advantage of the information contained in 
the newsletters and the opportunity to advertise job 
openings to our growing network of aligned attorneys. 

OPPOSITE Jeffrey Wood, Partner, Baker Botts 
LLP gives the introduction for the In-House Counsel 
Network’s The Future of DEI in Business panel at the 
National Lawyers Convention. 

Website
fedsoc.org/IHC
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MEMBERSHIP 

T he Federalist Society’s membership is expansive, encom-
passing individuals from various backgrounds and 
professions across the nation and beyond. Students 

comprise a signifi cant portion of our membership, and in 2023, 
we experienced a 50% surge in acceptance rates for the annual 
Graduation Off er compared to 2022. Th is serves as a positive 
indicator of our members’ growing commitment to sustained 
involvement beyond their academic tenure.

In 2023, the Society welcomed many newcomers: 32% of all 
memberships purchased were for fi rst-time members.

Th e unwavering dedication of its members bodes well for the 
Society’s longstanding impact within the conservative and liber-
tarian intellectual network.

Caroline Muldowny
Former President, Texas A&M Student Chapter

Being part of—and eventually leading—the Federalist Society 
student chapter at Texas A&M was a transformative experience 
for me. 

Serving as Chapter President allowed me to foster a close-knit 
community of like-minded peers, helped me develop invaluable 
leadership skills, and strengthened my resolve to stand by my 
convictions. The Society’s commitment to open discourse and 
diverse viewpoints created an environment where intellectual 
curiosity was not just encouraged but celebrated. Through org-
anizing events and engaging with prominent legal professionals, 
scholars, and judges, I was exposed to perspectives that enriched 
my understanding of the law and its applications. 

In short, my involvement with the Federalist Society allowed me 
to make great friends, refi ne my character, engage with ideas I 
wouldn’t have otherwise been exposed to, identify my own inter-
ests within the law, and join a supportive network of like-minded 
professionals. I’m grateful for the instrumental role the Society 
played in my law school experience and will undoubtedly play 
throughout my career.

50% 
Year-over-year increase 
in number of graduating 
students accepting our 
graduation off er

32% 
of memberships purchased 
were for new members 

15%
membership growth from 
April 2023 to April 2024

T he Federalist Society’s publications 
division supports the Federalist 
Society’s mission by publishing 

blog posts and articles that further debate 
and discussion on important legal topics. 

Th e FedSoc Blog features short articles 
discussing important legal issues and cases, 
and it also serves as a platform for noti-
fying readers of signifi cant developments at 
FedSoc and noteworthy articles published 
elsewhere. Our most viewed blog in 2023 
was Slavery Reparations in California, by 
Anthony Pericolo, which received 20,749 
views. We published 222 blog posts in 
2023, a 33% increase from 2022. Several 
blog posts were also picked up by other 
online publications, including the right-
leaning Daily Signal (which cited Rachel 
Morrison’s report on the Biden admin-
istration’s proposed foster care rule) and 
the left-leaning Balls and Strikes (which 
cited Alex MacDonald’s investigation into 
the constitutionality of agency fees in the 
private sector).

Th e Federalist Society Review is the 
Society’s legal journal, which publishes 
scholarly articles analyzing timely legal 
topics and reviewing noteworthy books in 
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the conservative legal movement. Articles 
published in 2023 make up Volume 24 
of the Review. Our most viewed article in 
2023 was Alabama Supreme Court Justice 
Jay Mitchell’s Textualism in Alabama, which 
received 9,190 views. Other notable articles 
from Volume 24 include Yonatan Green’s 
article about the Peculiar Case of the Israeli 
Legal System, Johnathan O’Neill’s proposal 
for A Deeper Originalism, and Donald 
Drakeman’s Establishing an Agreement to 
Disagree About Church and State, reviewing 
an important new book about Establishment 
Clause jurisprudence. Stephen Halbrook’s 
2020 article To Bear Arms for Self-Defense: 
A Right of the People or a Privilege of the 
Few? continued to perform well, receiving 
an additional 12,000 views in 2023 and 
a citation in a Fifth Circuit opinion. Paul 
Larkin’s Revitalizing the Nondelegation 
Doctrine was cited in a Sixth Circuit opinion, 
and Federalist Society Review articles were 
also cited in several Supreme Court amicus 
briefs. Th e Federalist Society Review has a new 
landing page—fedsoc.org/fedsoc-review—
to make it simpler to access articles on our 
website. You can also fi nd Review articles on 
Westlaw and LexisNexis. 

MOST POPULAR 2023 ARTICLE

Textualism in Alabama
Justice Jay Mitchell

(9,190 VIEWS)

10 
citations of FedSoc Review 
articles in federal court 
opinions or briefs

33% 
more blog posts 
published than in 2022

441K 
views of all blog 
posts in 2023

2.5x 
year-over-year increase 
in the number of blog 
post views

MOST POPULAR 2023 POST

Slavery Reparations in California
Anthony Pericolo

(20,749 VIEWS)

“Being part of—and eventually leading—the Federalist Society “Being part of—and eventually leading—the Federalist Society 
student chapter at Texas A&M was a transformative experience “student chapter at Texas A&M was a transformative experience 
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TOTAL YOUTUBE VIEWS TOTAL YOUTUBE SUBSCRIBERS

@TheFederalistSociety@FedSoc @Federalist.Society @fedsoc @the-federalist-society

88K+
subscribers

68K+
subscribers

126K+
subscribers

11K+
subscribers

26K+
subscribers

DIGITAL 

You can now access 
and download all 

event photos at 
photos.fedsoc.org.

135
live-streamed 
events

8,594
new YouTube 
subscribers

103
videos
released

400+
No. 86 videos 
and audio 
lectures now 
available

I n 2023, the Digital Operations team 
continued to innovate and increase aware-
ness of the Federalist Society brand, 

mission, content, and events through its digital 
channels. Across social platforms, we helped 
increase subscribers and follower counts, partic-
ularly in the 18-35 age groups. Additionally, we 
rebranded Teleforums to FedSoc Forums with 
a new webpage and design look, expanded live 
event coverage through Instagram Live, and 
produced short-form video content to highlight 
signifi cant moments from in-person event and 
webinar discussions. Th is short video content 
strategy was particularly successful in highlighting 
the 2023 National Lawyers Convention, leading 
to a 74% increase in social engagement and 
26% increase in livestream viewership.

FedSoc Studios continued to produce high-quality video content, 
including short fi lms covering topics like COVID-19 state of emer-
gency orders, digital privacy, state constitutions, and more, as well as 
explainer videos on Supreme Court cases and oral arguments videos 
for the newly launched interactive debate series, Briefcase. Overall, 
the Studios team released 103 videos in 2023, accumulating over 1.4 
million views. Th e Team also launched a new website for the No. 86 
project (no86.org), off ering students access to our complete library of 
over 400 No. 86 videos and audio lectures.
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FEDSOC FILMS

FEDSOC STUDIOS

Website
fedsoc.org/fi lms
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RED CARPET AFTER PARTY
Hosted by the Harvard Student Chapter

In an exciting collaboration, FedSoc Studios 
partnered with the Harvard Student Chapter 
to host the Red Carpet After Party at the 2023 
National Lawyers Convention. More than 150 
attendees were treated to an evening of hors 
d’oeuvres, drinks, and a screening of FedSoc 
Studios’ new documentary, Katz on the Internet: 
Privacy in the Digital Age. 

KATZ ON THE INTERNET: 
PRIVACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE 
In July, FedSoc Studios released Katz on the Internet: Privacy in the Digital Age. 
Th is short documentary, featuring Prof. Orin Kerr, Amy Peikoff , John Bash, and 
Jake Laperruque, explores how the Supreme Court interprets privacy rights for 
online information. 

SCOTUSbrief
Th e Federalist Society’s SCOTUSbrief video series provides supplementary perspectives on recent and 
landmark Supreme Court decisions. Th rough eye-catching illustrations and concise explanations of 
complex legal issues, SCOTUSbrief delivers unique insights from the best legal minds. Th e series’ 
library of over 120 videos is available to watch on YouTube and at fedsoc.org.

In 2023, SCOTUSbrief saw a format and style refresh, with an updated aesthetic and a more modern 
animation style.

Website
fedsoc.org/SCOTUSbriefFILM FESTIVAL AWARDS & HONORS 

FedSoc Studios continued to make a splash at various fi lm festivals, with six of our 
short fi lms reaching audiences beyond our usual network, earning a total of 17 “offi  cial 
selections.” Th e talent and creativity displayed in these fi lms were recognized with 18 
awards. Notably, the RTP documentary Bitcoin Cowboys secured the “Best Explainer 
Doc” award at Toronto’s Geekfest, further highlighting the contributions of FedSoc 
Studios to the marketplace of ideas.
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Watch SCOTUSbrief at [insert YouTube link/QR code].

DIVISIONAL 
CO-PRODUCTIONS
We teamed up with the 
Regulatory Transparency 
Project to co-produce the 
documentary Bitcoin Cowboys
and the fi ve-part series 
Regulation & Red Tape. We also 
joined the Article I Initiative 
to co-produce Omnibus: Who 
Controls the Power of the Purse.

NO. 86

N o. 86 continues the conver-
sation begun in the original 
85 Federalist Papers about 

the proper structure and role of govern-
ment. Th rough video and audio lectures 
featuring world-class legal faculty, No. 
86 provides a resource for law students 
designed to challenge their thinking and 
expand their knowledge. In 2023, we 
introduced a new course on Tort Law. 
We also released new videos and podcasts 
for several existing courses. We now have 
13 full or partial courses: Administrative 
Law, Common Law, Constitutional Law, 
Contracts, Corporate Law, Criminal Law, 
Founders Lecture Series, History of Law, 
Jurisprudence, Originalism, Property, 
Roman Law, and Torts. A new course on 
Law and Economics will be released in 
2024 as well as a Masterclass-style pilot 
episode on Criminal Law.-style pilot 
episode on Criminal Law.

As of the start of 2023, No. 86 had 
a total of 341 videos, with an average of 
79,778 views per video. Th e combined view 
count for all No. 86 videos is 27,204,222. 

No. 86 Audio Lectures are long-form 
podcasts featuring question and answer-
style conversations with professors. We 
currently have episodes on Common Law, 
Structure of the Constitution, Originalism, 
and Roman Law, along with Property Law, 
Th e Founders’ Constitution, Administrative 
Law, Jurisprudence, and Contracts. In 
2023, No. 86 had a total of 104 audio 
lectures, with an average of 13,043 listens 
per lecture. Th e audio lectures have received 
a total of 1,356,508 listens. Th e videos and 
lectures are available to watch or listen to 
on the No. 86 website and on the Federalist 
Society’s YouTube channel. Th ey will also 
be available on the forthcoming No. 86 
YouTube channel. 

At the end of 2023, we launched a 
brand new No. 86 website: no86.org. Th e 
new website hosts all of our content on 
individual pages, making it easy to view 
and search for specifi c topics or speakers.  
In 2024, we will begin advertising the 
new site through marketing and email 
campaigns, including our new Instagram 
account for Publius.

Code of Hammurabi 
77,097 views

Code of Hammurabi 
422,355 views

TOP FIVE MOST-WATCHED NO. 86 VIDEOS IN 2023

TOP FIVE MOST-WATCHED NO. 86 VIDEOS OF ALL TIME

Writs & Origins of the 
Modern Contract
36,237 views

Stare Decisis: What Is 
Stare Decisis?
180,697 views

Two Concepts of 
Contracts
36,207 views

What Is the Lemon 
Test? Lemon v. 
Kurtzman 
177,066 views

Electoral Chaos & the 
Twelfth Amendment
37,394 views

The Common Law Part I: 
What is Common Law?
189,085 views

What Is Natural Law?
35,316 views

How Does a Case End 
Up at the Supreme 
Court?
166,591 views

27.2M
total video 
views

1.36M
total audio 
lecture listens

148K+
website visits 
in 2023 

4,909
email subscribers

Website
no86.org

Our video on The Code of Hammurabi & the Rule of Law is featured 
in the NEH.gov offi  cial lesson plan for teaching the subject. It is 
also the second Google Video result when you search for “Code of 
Hammurabi” with placement right below Khan Academy.

No. 86 videos appear in the top three Google Video results for a 
variety of topics, including Originalism, Jurisprudence, Chevron
Deference, Property Law, Common Law, and Roman Law.

@publiusno86

@publiusno86

In this No. 86 video, 
Two Concepts of 
Contracts, Professor 
Todd Zywicki explains 
the two primary the-
ories of contracts: 
contracts as consent 
and the economic 
theory of contracts. 
This video is one of 
19 in our growing 
Contracts course.
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BENEFACTORS

Madison Club Platinum
($100,000 or more)

Anonymous (13)
Scott & Cyan Banister 
Consovoy McCarthy PLLC
Beth and Ravenel Curry 

Foundation
Donors Trust 
ExxonMobil Corporation 
Kenneth C. Griffin
Roger and Susan Hertog 
Hickory Foundation
Holman Supporting Foundation 
Lehotsky Keller LLP
Koch Industries, Inc. 
Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
The Marcus Foundation, Inc. 
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation
Sarah Scaife Foundation
Charles R. Schwab
Searle Freedom Trust
Thomas W. Smith Foundation
The Diana Davis Spencer 
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Foundation
The Ullyot Family Foundation 
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Koret Foundation
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Esther and Hyman Rapport 

Philanthropic Trust
Rosenkranz Heterodoxy Fund

The Rosenkranz Foundation
Tom and Cathy Staver
Trof Inc.
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
McGuire Woods LLP
Fred M. Young, Jr. 
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Anonymous
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 

LLP
Allegheny Foundation
Arthur & Carlyse Ciocca 

Foundation
Baker Botts LLP
Carolyn Barr
Bellevue Foundation 
Busch Family Foundation
Clare Locke LLP
Cognizant Technology Solutions
Maryjo Cohen 
Dick and Betsy DeVos 

Foundation
Quinn Emanuel Foundation
Garcia Family Foundation 
Lawrence Golub

* Denotes individuals who are founding 
members of their respective clubs.

The Federalist Society is grateful to its many benefactors who help the 
Society strengthen and advance its mission. Our work would not be 
possible without this generous support.

Lawson Huck Gonzalez
Greenberg Traurig
Holtzman Vogel Josefiak 

Tochinsky, PLLC
Charles and Ann Johnson
Jones Day
Randy Kendrick 
The Lloyd & Vivian Noble 

Foundation
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Dick and Mary Beth Weiss

Madison Club Benefactors
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Anonymous (3)
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Alston & Bird LLP 
The Armstrong Foundation 
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The Beach Foundation
Michael and Lillian BeVier
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Dick and Sandy Boyce
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Ceres Foundation 
Chase Foundation of Virginia 
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Clement & Murphy PLLC
Covington & Burling
Douglas R. Cox
Raymond Dalio
Jack David 
Dechert LLP
Dhillon Law Group, Inc.
James H. Donovan 
Steven Engel 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath 

LLP
Frederick Fielder
Daniel T. Flatley
Foley & Lardner LLP
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The Frankel Family Foundation
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George Mason University 
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Margarita and John Hennessy 

Family Foundation
The A.S. & Elise Hirschman 

Charitable Foundation
Allyson N. Ho 
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Carl W. Nuessle 
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Reason Foundation
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Chirs J. Rufer 
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Sensient Technologies 
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Shutts & Bowen
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SouthBank Legal
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Paul M. Terrill III
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Triad Foundation
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WilmerHale
Leonard J. Wilson
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Winston & Strawn LLP
Koloa Wolfgramm
Harvey E. Yates Jr.
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($5,000- $9,999)
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Akerman
America’s Future Foundation 
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Gary Barnett 
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Crowell & Moring, LLP 
Christopher Dalrympte
Christine DeGuzman 
The Ferraro Law Firm
Daniel Finley
George Fisher
McDonald Fleming
Julia Florman
Theodore Frank 
Jason Gonzalez 
Dorothy Gray
Rae Crane Heiple
Heise Suarez 
Christian Henderson 
Richard C. Henderson 
John and Lois Haight Herrington
Holland & Knight 
Holthouse Family Fund 
Thoman Hunger 
Institute for Justice

Gregory Frederick Jacob 
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* Denotes individuals who are founding 
members of their respective clubs.
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The Bertha and John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Garvey Kansas 
Todd Gaziano and Cindy Brown
Chris and Patrice Gibson 
Raymond L. Gifford 
Bart and Elizabeth Gobeil 
Alexander Golovets
Mark Goracy 
Gordon & Associates 
John Gore
Margaret L. Gramann
Geoffrey L. Graybill 
Edward D. Greim
Adam Griffin 
A. Gregory Grimsal 
Andrew Grossman 
Randall Guynn 
Ed Haden 
John Hahn
Christopher J.D. Haig 
Andrew Halaby 
David L. Haller
Karen Harned
Jeffrey M. Harris 
Steven J. Hartung
John P. Hartwell
Richard A. Hauser
John Hays 
Allison Hayward 
Al Heers 
Peter C. Hein 
Tara Helfman 
Arthur D. Hellman
Gail Heriot 
Daniel Hettich 
Carolyn Highberger
Jordan Hill
Jason Hilborn 
Daniel and Jan Himebaugh 
John F. Hockenberry 
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Donald P. Hodel 
Professor William Hodes
Mark V. Holmes 
Ryan Holte 
Steven Horn 
Robert Hosay 
Bradley G. Hubbard 
J.C. Huizenga 
Bill Hunsberger 
Michael Huston 
David Hyman 
Ed and Sandra Ikuta
Judith Jacobs 
Robert Jeffrey 
David Johnson
Matthew Johnson 
Paul Johnson
Albert L. Jordan
Jason Jurgens 
Randy Jurgensmeyer 
Steven Katz 
Lauren Katzeff 
Scott Allen Keller 
John Kelsh
Marc Kesselman
Elizabeth Kiernan 
Erienne Kilgore 
Howard Klein 
Roger Klein 
Stephen R. Klein
Richard Klingler
Brian Van Klompenberg 
John Kneuer
Donald J. Kochan 
The Honorable Daniel M. Kolkey 
William Kotis 
Paul Kraus 
James J. Kubik
Jeffrey C. Kubin 
John Kunze 
Edmund LaCour 
Mark Lamb 
William Kerwin Lane III
John Larsen

David Lat 
Al Latham 
John F. Lauro 
Paul Leach 
Jeffrey Leavitt 
Thomas Lehrman
Laurel Lenfestey 
Bryce Lensing 
Steve Leonard
Will Levi
Lloyd Levine 
Harris B. Leviton
Stephen Limbaugh
Margaret Little
Jessie Liu 
Fleur Lobree
Libby Locke 
Rose Ann Lovell 
Carol Lumpkin 
Jack Lund 
Robert Luther 
David Luttinger 
Arthur B. Macomber 
Paul and Julia Mahoney 
Debbie Maken 
Garry Malphrus 
Nathan S. Mammen 
Criag Marr
C. Kevin Marshall 
Matthew Martens
Kevin Martin 
Mark D. Martin
Peter I. Mason
Carol Matheis
Steve A. Matthews
Daniel Mauler 
Maynard Nexsen PC 
Thomas McCarthy 
Mary McConnell 
Michael McCoy 
Pete McCutchen
Kevin and Cindy McDermott 
Kelly J. McFadden
Donald F. McGahn 

Diane McGimsey
Brent McIntosh
Jason McLane
John Mead
Edwin and Ursula Meese 
Ben Mendelson
Francis J. Menton, Jr. 
John and Bria Mertens 
Eugene B. Meyer
Adam Meyerson and Nina Shea 
Geoffrey Michael 
Daniel Michalopoulos
Bronwyn C. Miller 
Steven S. Miller 
Jad Mills
Jacob Minas
Kathryn Mizelle 
William Moccia
Hashim M. Moopan 
Morgan Lewis
Robert Morrissey 
K. Mueller 
Munsch, Hardt, Kopf & Harr
John D. Murnane 
Charles G. Myers 
Amanda Neely 
Charles Neely 
Gregory Neppl 
Coleman A. Nutter
Eric O’Keefe 
Sean M. O’Leary 
Judge Diarmuid O’Scannlain 
Kate O’Scannlain
Kevin O’Scannlain
Maureen Ohlhausen 
Alexander P. Okuliar
Joseph R. Oliveri 
Robert Orshan and Hon. Ariana 

Fajardo Orshan
Patrick Pannella 
Thomas V. Panoff 
Carolyn Parlato 
Eric J. Pelton 
Jorge Perez

* Denotes individuals who are founding 
members of their respective clubs.

Roger and Juliana Pilon
Robert Pluta
Richard Polillo 
Polsinelli PC
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Powell 
Holly Powers, Jameson & Powers 

PC
Kevin Prevost 
George Priest 
Haley N. Proctor
Michael N. Proctor
Mark Pulliam 
Alfred W. Putnam, Jr. 
Raymond J. Quianzon
Stephen Raiola 
Morgan Ratner 
Sara Church Reese 
Lola Reinsch 
Michael Reynolds 
Craig V. Richardson 
Bernard Roan
Chuck Roberts
The Robertson- Finley 

Foundation 
Thomas Rockel 
James M. Rockett
Michael E. Rosman
William Rothwell
Jacques Rouillard
Rumble 
Joseph Russoniello
Margaret A. Ryan 
Samuel Salario 
Frederick Salek 
Nathan Sales
Matthew Saltzman 
Amanda Salz 
Ronnie and Lanelle Samms 
D. John Sauer
Eugene Scalia 
Gene Schaerr
William O. Scharf
Ryan Schermerhorn 
Brett A. Shumate

Adam G. Schwartz 
Matthew Schwartz 
Maimon Schwarzschild 
Jeffrey Thomas Scott 
Christopher Seeger 
Ilya Shapiro 
Jack Sharman
Sherrard Roe Voigt & Harbison 

PLC
Kristen Silverberg 
Raag Singhal 
George E. Sinor 
Loren A. Smith 
Byron W. Smith 
Douglas Smith 
Matthew Smith 
Ralph L. Smith 
Steven W. Smith 
Leigh Ann and John Smyth
Abraham D. Sofaer 
Richard Seth Staley Educational 

Foundation
Paula M. Stannard
Cheryl Stanton
Grant E. Starrett 
Edward Steiner 
Hayes and Patricia Stover 
Lucille Anderson Streeter 
Aaron Streett
Frank Strickland 
Daniel R. Suhr 
Russ Swafford 
Jennifer A. Swenson 
Jeffrey P. Taft 
Clifford and Lucille Taylor
Christopher Thomas 
Larry D. Thompson
David H. Thompson 
Peter Thomson
Samuel Tincher 
Lorianne Updike Toler
Paul David Tosetti 
Donald J. Toumey 
Eric W. Treene 

Lori Trenholm 
Daniel Troy
Scott Univer 
E. Peter Urbanowicz 
US Charitable Gift Trust 
Derek Usman 
Stephen A. Vaden
L. Browning VanMeter, Jr. 
Lorenzo Vecchioli 
John Vecchione 
Christian Vergonis 
Veridis Management 
Douglas and Charlotte Waikart
Sheila D. Walcoff 
Christopher J. Walker 
Jeffrey B. Wall
Thomas M. Walsh 
Ralph Wanger 
William Warren 
C. Michael Watson
Jennifer Weddle 
Robert Weinberg 
Marc Wheat 
Frank Whitney
J. Michael Wiggins and Erika Birg
Donald Wiley
Beth A. Williams 
Edwin D. Williamson
Brooke Wilson 
Jason Wilson 
John P. Witten 
Thomas R. Wolfe 
Allen Wolff
Christopher Wray
Arthur Wright 
David F. Yates 
Evan A. Young 
Joanne Young
James Ziglar 
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FINANCIALS

The Federalist Society is funded entirely by private sources and does not accept government funding. Audited financial 
statements for the 2023 fiscal year are available upon request.

* NOTE: In accordance with ASC 842, the organization is reporting a multi-year lease extension for the organization’s 
Washington, D.C. headquarters building as a right of use asset and offsetting lease liability. 

Statement of Financial Position as of September 30, 2023, in thousands of U.S. dollars 

OFFICERS & STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Prof. Steven G. Calabresi, Co-Chairman
Mr. Leonard A. Leo, Co-Chairman
Mr. Eugene B. Meyer, President
Hon. David M. McIntosh, Vice Chairman
Prof. Gary Lawson, Secretary
Mr. Brent O. Hatch, Treasurer
Hon. T. Kenneth Cribb, Jr.
Prof. Nicole Stelle Garnett
Hon. Donald F. McGahn II
Prof. John O. McGinnis
Hon. Edwin Meese III
Hon. Lee Liberman Otis, Senior Vice President
Prof. Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz

STAFF

Eugene B. Meyer, President
Lee Liberman Otis, SVP
Dean Reuter, SVP & General Counsel

Student Division 
Peter K Redpath, VP & Director
Kate Beer Alcantara, Deputy Director
Michelle Shaw, Deputy Director
Bobby Ramkissoon, Associate Director

Lawyers Chapters
Lisa Budzynski Ezell, VP & Director
Hannah Kunasek, Deputy Director
Emily Lair, Deputy Director
Abbie Kepto, Manager, State Conferences
Clare Nalepa, Associate Director
Meghan Dudzic, Assistant Director

Faculty Division 
Lee Liberman Otis, SVP & Director
Anthony M. Deardurff, Deputy Director
Kyle Hammerness, Associate Director
Justin Drewer, Associate Director

Practice Groups
Nathan Kaczmarek, VP & Director
Caroline Bryant, Associate Director
Chayila Kleist, Associate Director
Edith Harold, Assistant Director
Marco Lloyd, Assistant Director

Regulatory Transparency Project
Steven D. Schaefer, Director
Sarah Bengtsson, Deputy Director
Marie Blanchard, Assistant Director
Elizabeth Dickinson, Assistant Director

Freedom of Thought  
& Alumni Relations
Alida Kass, VP & Director
Deborah Cumbee, Associate Director

Article I Initiative
Nathan Kaczmarek, VP & Director

External Relations
Savannah Griesinger, Director
Nathan Gorman, Assistant Director
Rob Leavitt, Assistant Director
Rachel Culver, Research Fellow

International Affairs
James P. Kelly, Director (consultant)

Development
Kathryn Beale, Director
Emily Mohr, Assistant Director

Digital Operations
Alex Yershov, Director
Megan Soller, Digital Strategist
Molly McNulty, Digital Strategist
Anna Louise Judson, Multimedia Specialist

Strategic Partnerships 
Dean Reuter, SVP & General Counsel
Emily Manning, Deputy Director
Ryan Lacey, Associate Director
Sara Grace Stroud, Assistant Director

FedSoc Studios
Matt Wood, Director
Ann Hartley, Senior Producer
Alexa Secrest, Producer
Guy DeSanctis, Assistant Editor

Administration
Alexandra Bates, Asst. Director, CLE & HR
Casey Clemence, VP & Director, Ops & HR
Amy Harper, Associate Director, Finance
Everett Haugh, Associate Director, IT
Tyler Anne Lowe, Head of Brand Innovation
Rhonda Moaland, Office Manager
Raymond Quianzon, Director, Finance
C. David Smith, VP & Director, IT
Doug Ubben, Finance (consultant)

Membership
Deborah McFetridge, Director
Nancy Clemence, Associate Director
Gracie Johnson, Assistant Director

Conferences & Events
Juli A. Nix, Director
Grace Gottschling, Deputy Director

Publications & Pro Bono Center
Katie McClendon, Director
Jonathan McGee, Assistant Director

BOARD OF VISITORS 
Mr. Christopher DeMuth, Co-Chairman
Mr. Theodore W. Ullyot, Co-Chairman
Ms. Dana Berliner
Prof. Lillian BeVier
Ms. Jennifer C. Braceras
Ms. Megan L. Brown
Mr. Reginald J. Brown
Ms. Kimberly O. Dennis
Mr. Michael W. Gleba
Hon. Lois Haight Herrington
Mr. Steve A Matthews
Hon. Theodore B. Olson
Ms. Diana Davis Spencer
Mr. James T. Barry III
Mr. Thomas H. Bell
Ms. Allyson Newton Ho
Prof. James T. Lindgren

Current Assets $ 17,757 

Investments $ 16,398

Pledged contributions and trust interest $ 5,437

Fixed Assets (net of depreciation) $ 1,039

Right of Use Asset* $ 9,233

Other Assets $ 53

Total Assets $ 49,917 

Accounts Payable $ 1,339

Deferred Revenue $ 760

Total Lease Liability* $ 11,254

Net Assets without Restrictions $ 22,419

Net Assets with Restrictions $ 14,145

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 49,917

Revenue

 Contributions & Grants $20,998 
 Membership Dues $300 
 Program Revenue $1,313 
 Investments (appreciation and income) $2,366 
 Miscellaneous Income $23

for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2023, unaudited, in thousands of U.S. dollars

Expenses

 Program Services $22,892 
 General and Administrative $2,362 
 Fundraising $967 

NOTE: In accordance with ASC 842, these expenses are reported 
with approximately one million dollars in rent expense for the 
period during which the organization paid no rent, as a rent 
concession, following the execution of a multi-year lease extension 
for the organization’s Washington, D.C. headquarters building.
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